
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
Duncan & District Branch, National Association of Federal Retirees 

Held at Ramada, Duncan 
On Thursday 28th April 2022 

 
 Call to order: President Paul Chmielewski called the meeting to order at 11 am. 
 

Welcome:  
Paul welcomed all and acknowledged new members/first time attendees and Regional Services 
Officer, Rick Devlieger.   
 

 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 15th April 2021 were distributed to those in attendance. 
 
M/S/C (Bronwen Cossey/Kathy Pringle) that the minutes be accepted as distributed. 
 
President’s Report:   

 Paul thanked everyone for attending the meeting and talked about declining membership and the 
reasons for this.  He noted that the Public Service Health Care Plan negotiations were ongoing 
and we could look forward to some improvements in benefits in the future.  He mentioned that we 
hope to have a picnic in the summer on Salt Spring Island and noted the success of our last 
summer event held at the Cowichan Lawn Bowling Club in Duncan and hope we can do 
something similar next year. 

 
Finance Report: 

• Copies of the Financial Statements for 2021 and the proposed budget for 2022 were 
distributed to each table. 

 
M/S/C (Bronwen Cossey/Kathy Pringle) that the reviewed financial statements for 2021 
showing a net loss of $164.28 and the proposed budget for 2022 be accepted as 
distributed. 
 

• Bronwen noted that, in order for the Association to maintain its ‘Not for Profit’ status, 
branches may not have in excess of one year’s operating expenses as defined in the 
Association’s Bylaws.   
As our Branch had surplus funds in 2020, funds were required to be sent to National 
Office.  $4,441.52 was returned to National Office for 2020.  
As we are in the same situation of 2021, we are required to send $4,461.93 to National 
Office and the executive have made a motion to ask that these funds be included with the 
Branch Infrastructure Reserve Fund. 

 
 M/S/C (Bronwen Cossey/Greg Taylor) to acknowledge the return of surplus funds of 

$4,441.52 for 2020 and to forward the surplus funds of $4,461.93 for 2021 to National Office 
to be added to the Branch Infrastructure Reserve Fund. 

 
 Advocacy and Membership Report from George Cossey: 
 

Membership:  The Branch continues to decline in numbers despite the addition of 13 new 
members since the beginning of the year.  As of today, we have 909 members.  At March 31st, 
2020, we had 984; in 2021 it was 916 and this year it was 910 which highlights the impact of the 
pandemic and related restrictions as well as the aging of our members. 
 
Advocacy:  On 19th April, George met with the local MP, Alistair MacGregor.  Elizabeth (Libby) 
MacRae (Advocacy) and Michael Jolicoeur (President) of the Victoria – Fred Woodhouse branch 



joined me as the branches overlap the Riding in Langford.  The main thrust of the meeting was to 
ensure that Alistair is updated on the Association priorities as well as talking briefly about Aging in 
Place (Okanagan/NAFR presentation last month).  See meeting record following these minutes. 
 
Finally, the Third Annual Aging Well Seniors Expo will be held at the Cowichan Community 
Centre on June 10th from 1000 to 1500.  Volunteers will be required to assist in manning the table 
to provide information to visitors. 

 
 Other Business: 
 

By-law changes 
Bronwen explained the reasons for the requirement to change our branch by-laws as the Defence 
of Benefits fund currently held at the branch level may only be held at the national level.  Also, we 
need to change the wording of the Advocacy Reserve Fund to allow for other advocacy expenses 
not covered in the annual budget. 
 
The following motions were made: 
 

• M/S/C (Bronwen Cossey/Kathy Pringle) to remove Paragraph 9.6 and 9.6.1 – Defence of 
Benefits Emergency Funds Reserve in the Branch Bylaws 
 

• M/S/C (Greg Taylor/Mary Margaret Amodeo) to modify Paragraph 9.6.2 – Advocacy Reserve 
Fund (Branch) in the Branch Bylaws to read: 
 

The Branch has a reserve fund of up to $2,000, formerly known as the Election Expense Fund.  

Withdrawals from this fund may be made once a Federal or Provincial election is called.  The 

money may be used to defray the costs of members who will be attending meetings with 

candidates and attending all-candidate meetings in order to present the concerns of the 

Association.  This fund may also be used to promote any advocacy activity at the Branch level as 

determined by the Branch Executive and not included in the budget for the year. 

Defence of Benefits Fund: 

Bronwen explained that a motion is required to collapse the branch fund and submit the funds to 

National Office. 

 

• M/S/C (Bronwen Cossey/Carl Melnyk) to collapse the Defence of Benefit Funds Reserve 

held by the Branch and forward the $10,000 held there to National Office to be included in 

the national reserve for the same use. 

 

Election and Installation of New Executive: 
Rick Devlieger moderated the election of the Executive and the following officers were elected: 
 
President:       Paul Chmielewski 
Vice-President:     Kathy Pringle 
Secretary/Treasurer:     Bronwen Cossey 
Membership/Advocacy:     George Cossey 
Programme Coordinator:     Dee Dohm 
Telephone Committee:     Mary Rimek 
Health Benefits Officer:     Karin Laurie 
SSI Representative:     Drew Bodaly 
Communications and Administration: Julie Wilson 



Director-at- Large    Greg Taylor 
 
Rick Devlieger, our Vancouver Island Services Officer, installed the Executive. 

 

Picnic – 2022  

Drew Bodaly discussed the proposed summer event to be held on Salt Spring Island.  Two 

locations were suggested – the first being Salt Spring Wild Cider House which is a cidery offering 

food and where members can purchase various local ciders.  Food would be served family style 

and be platters of meats, cheeses, pickles, local preserves, meatballs, etc.   The other option 

would be renting space at a local park, purchasing platters of sandwiches, cheeses, fruit, etc. and 

possibly having some sort of entertainment such as a bocce tournament. 

Drew asked for a show of hands as to how many members would attend a Salt Spring Island 

event and there was a good interest.  Next, he asked for a preference of location and the majority 

preferred the cidery and, lastly, he asked for a preference in date between July and August and 

August was the preferred time.  He stated that further details would be forthcoming.  A question 

was asked about how members would get to the location and he advised that, in the past, we 

have used car pooling and that worked well. 

 

 Other Business from the floor: 

 Greg Taylor noted that he had ‘attended’ ‘Walrus Talks at Home’, the Zoom presentation, and 
thought it provided a good information on Pharmacare.  He thinks that National Office does a 
great job of providing information to members and does a good job with advocacy. 

 
Paul thanked the 44 members who were in attendance 
 
M/S/C (Kathy Pringle/Mary Margaret Amodeo) to adjourn the meeting at 12:10 pm  
 
 
Speaker: We were unable to find a secure a suitable speaker who would be of interest to the 
membership.   
 
In lieu, George Cossey spoke to the group and provided his experiences of a trip and cruise taken 
during the pandemic and showed some pictures of places visited. 

 
 
 
Original signed by      Original signed by   
Bronwen Cossey      Paul Chmielewski      

 Secretary       President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

MP/Branch Representatives Meeting Record 

April 19th, 2022 

 

MP:  Alistair MacGregor, New Democratic Party 

Cowichan-Malahat-Langford Riding 

Branch Attendees: George Cossey, Advocacy, BC03 (Duncan and District) 

   Elizabeth MacRae, Advocacy, BC09 (Victoria-Fred Whitehouse) 

   Michael Jolicoeur, President, BC09 (Victoria-Fred Whitehouse) 

 

Meeting Summary: 

George began by noting that he had met with Alistair several times in the past and, for the current 

parliament, the priorities of the Federal Retirees are Retirement Income Security, National Seniors 

Strategy, Veteran Well-Being and Pharmacare.  There was a discussion about the Confidence 

Agreement between the Liberals and the NDP and Alistair provided details on how the Agreement will 

work, from the perspective of the NDP.  He noted that for the current budget, the priority was given to a 

National Dental Plan with Pharmacare being prioritized in the next budget.  The Dental Plan will be 

Federally funded and as more details become known and seniors are included in 2023, it was noted that 

some of the current members may decide to leave the PDSP. 

The other major discussion focused on Aging at Home and the brief mention of a possible Aging at 

Home Benefit in the budget.  The webinar held on March 15th about this topic at the UBC Okanagan 

Campus was talked about with a general consensus that a Benefit barely acknowledges the changes 

required at the Provincial and Federal levels as well as within Society to successfully accommodate 

Aging at Home. 

The meeting concluded with all parties acknowledging that the Federal Retirees priorities and the NDP 

ideals are complementary. 

 


