
Minutes of the General Meeting 
Duncan & District Branch, National Association of Federal Retirees 

Held at the Duncan Ramada 
On Thursday 20th September 2018 

 
 Call to order: President George Cossey called the meeting to order at  11:05 am. 
 

Welcome:  
 George opened the meeting by welcoming all and first time attendees,  
 
 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 19th April 2018 provided on each table by the Secretary.   

M/S/C (Bronwen Cossey/Rick Devlieger) that the minutes be accepted as distributed. 
 

1. President’s Report:   
 George Cossey reported on the AMM and other issues affecting the branch and the Association – see 

report attached. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am 
 
First Speaker:  Drew Bodaly gave a very informative talk on his career in aquatic field work.  He spoke of his many 
projects starting with the study of snails in the River Thames, and other studies which took him to the Northwest 
Territories, the Yukon, Manitoba, Ontario and Siberia.  Most of these studies were in the middle of nowhere with 
limited provisions and accommodation.  Drew’s talk was illustrated with excellent pictures and statistics.  His best 
quote was that ‘the worst day in field work was better than the best day in the office.’ 
 
Second Speaker:  Wanda Hamilton, Director, Development of United Way, Central and North Vancouver Island 
gave a big thank you to the Federal Retirees both locally and nationally of the support given to United Way.  She 
provided information about the local United Way which covers an area from Duncan north.  She spoke about the 
programmes offered by the organization and about the effect that this has. 
 
 
Third Speaker:  Carol-Ann Rolls, Community Policing Office spoke on Senior Safety and Elder Issues.  She noted 
that the Community Policing is a volunteer-driven organization and she is the only paid staff person.  She provided 
information about programmes in the area, including Speedwatch, Home Security and Blockwatch and lots of 
information about social media pitfalls, identity theft, antispam legislation, the Canadian Anti-Fraud centre and 
gave tips on staying safe in your community by being aware of the surroundings. 
  
  
28 members and guests were in attendance for the meeting and 28 for lunch and speakers. 

 
 
 
         
Bronwen Cossey            

 Secretary        

 

 



President’s Message: 

Traditionally the President opened the meeting and then gave a Branch update – membership numbers, budget 

status, Association information, etc..  With the revised SAGE magazine and Branch inserts, the revamped 

National Association website as well as the Branch website and the monthly  e-broadcast from the National Office, 

I believe that my time at the podium should focus less on the current status of the Branch and more on the future 

of the Association and the relationship between the Branch and National Office. 

So, to the Branch update.  The number of members continues to be in the 970 range.  Our attendance at both our 

two member meetings as well as the picnic is low.  This is a concern but I suggest it also reflects the reality that 

some of our former members, who actively participated in the gatherings, are no longer with us.  If any of you 

have ideas to improve the attendance, please talk to me or any of the other Board members.  We are looking at 

the possibility of phoning our members before the next AGM in April 2019.   Financially, the Branch is fine and we 

were actually advised, following a review of the 2017 Branch Financial Report by the National Office, to carefully 

monitor the growth in our surplus as it should not exceed more than one year’s worth of expenses based on the 

average of the previous 3 years. 

My next topic is Governance and I can see your eyes glaze over.  Both Paul, our first VP, and I attended the 2018 

AMM in Hull.  The change in venue will save the Association several thousand dollars and actually worked much 

better than the old location at the Ottawa Delta hotel. 

The National President was clear in his comments that the National Office was trying to avoid any unnecessary 

rules that would affect the Branches.  However, it is important to remember that, as a Not for Profit organization, it 

is critical that the Association meets all the requirements of our Certificate of Continuance to avoid being taxed. 

The meeting went very well with 3 Resolutions actually getting 100% approval – a first.  The resolution put forward 

by our Branch to have the National Office consider offering financial assistance to allow Branches to send a 

“potential president” to the AMM was successful with 98% support.  Finally, it was noted that the Board of 

Directors will be presenting a proposal at the 2019 AMM on membership fees and remittances to the  Branches. 

And the how the grand finale:  Advocacy.  I suspect most people are not comfortable with Advocacy – we 

probably associate it with selling and I suspect that not many government employees like sales.  However, I had 

an “aha” moment after the AMM.  Bronwen and I took a cruise and I wore the new Association pin on my Tilly hat.  

While talking to some fellow trivia players, one mentioned how attractive the pin was and it was a natural opening 

to discuss the Association.  Although she was not a federal employee, she had a brother who was and I passed 

on the mini leaflet which comes with the pin.  I will probably never know whether or not anyone joined the 

Association as a result of this but it was one more person who became aware of who we are and what we stand 

for. 

Each Branch got a supply of the pins at the AMM and I encourage you to take one, wear it with pride and perhaps, 

as I did, use it to inform others of the Association. 

My last point on Advocacy is to announce that the Branch will have a display at the Annual Aging Well Seniors’ 

Expo being held at the Island Savings Centre on 19th October  from 10 AM to 5 PM.  Members of the Executive 

will be present – drop by and say Hi. 

 


