
Minutes - Executive Committee Meeting 
Duncan and District Branch - National Association of Federal Retirees 

Held at the Crofton Senior Centre 
On Thursday 14

th
 June 2018 

 
Present:  Paul Chmielewski, Bronwen Cossey, George Cossey,  Val Cretney,  Dee Dohm,  Karin Laurie, Kathy 

Pringle, Gino Wessan 
Regrets:  Drew Bodaly, Mary Rimek, Adrien Thomas 
 
Meeting was called to order by George Cossey at 9:45 am.   
 

1.  Previous Minutes: 
 M/S/C (Bronwen/George) that the Minutes of the meeting of 5

th
 April 2018 be accepted as 

 distributed.   
 
2. Reports: 
 
2.1 Treasurer’s Report: 
 Adrien was unable to attend the meeting and provided information to Bronwen for the meeting.  The 

current chequing account balance is $15,243.07. Income received to date this year is  $4,035.22 and 
expenses are $4,396.21.  This includes expenses for travel to the BC District conference in May and part 
of Paul’s travel expenses for the upcoming AMM.  Bronwen purchased a copy of Office for Adrien to 
assist in keeping track of branch finances – this will help the reviewers in their task at year end.  Adrien 
advised that she has had ongoing telephone assistance/training on the CRM financial system from Paula 
Gilmore at National Office. 

  
3.0 Committee Reports:  
 
3.1 Membership:  

 Val advised that, as at 31
st
 May we have 984 members.  This fluctuates as members leave or join our 

area and Val sends this information to George so that he can welcome new members. 
  
3.2 Member Services:  
 SSI:  No report 
 VI:  No report 
 
3.3 Programme Coordinator:  

  Dee advised that Carol-Ann Rolls of the Community Policing Office in Duncan will be the speaker for the 
September meeting.  Drew has offered give a brief talk on ‘water’ at the AGM in April and Dee would like 
to ask a representative from Hearing Life to speak about the new technologies in hearing assistance and 
George offered to speak to the representatives at the AMM Trade Show to make arrangements.  Dee has 
delivered information on the association to all local RCMP detachments and the Service Canada office. 

 
3.4 Communication/Websites:  
  Bronwen has been updating the website as necessary. 
 
3.5 Sage Magazine/Branch Reports:  
 The next submission is due at NO by 22

nd
 June and Gino will prepare the message for submission.  It 

 was noted that an error was made by NO in the last Sage bulletin.  The date for the September meeting 
 was imcomplete. 
 
4.0 Old Business: 

 
4.1 Picnic: 
 Bronwen has received a message from Drew that it appears all is on track for the August picnic and that 
 we will only need a few days to order platters.  We will need to send the invitation to NO by 26

th
 July for 

 distribution to members by 1
st
 August.  Bronwen has prepared the invitation and will send to Val to 

 forward to NO for the e-blast to members.  Drew will order platters from Thrifty Foods and take to the 
 Lions Club.  The agreed cost to members will be $5 each and an additional charge for van transportation 
 if necessary.  We will need to contact BC Ferries about parking at Crofton – is there overflow space? 
 
 
 



5.0 New Business:  
 
5.1 Crofton Senior Centre meeting costs: 
 We have received a notification from the centre that rental costs are being increased effective 1

st
 May 

 2018 to $35 and may increase in May 2019 to $45. 
 
5.2 District Meeting: 
 George reported on the meeting held at the Pacific Regional Training Centre in May attended by Paul, 

George and Bronwen on behalf of the Branch. See attached report 
 
5.3 Volunteer Information: 
 George discussed the information available on the NO website and will send additional information to the 

Executive on how to find this resource.  It was noted that some of the information was out-of-date but 
when NO was advised they responded quickly for the request for revision. 

 
5.4 Other Business: 

 Paul noted that he had ongoing appointments every 2
nd

 Thursday which made it difficult for him to 
attend Executive and regular meetings on Thursdays.  He will provide us with a list of his 
‘unavailable’ dates for 2019 so that meeting dates can be planned accordingly.  

  
6.0 Motion to adjourn:  Meeting adjourned at 10:35 am  
 
 
Bronwen Cossey, Secretary 
 
Next meeting:  9:45 am on Thursday 6

th
 September 2018 at the Crofton Senior Centre.  

********************************************************************************************************************************* 

2018 Spring District Meeting Notes 
Held at PRTC from May 23rd (PM start) to May 25th (noon end) 
Attended by George, Paul and Bronwen 
National Office Attendees:  Roy Goodall, National Vice-President; Simon Coakeley, Chief-Executive 
Officer; Nikki Dignard, Director, Finance and Administration; Sayward Montague, Director, Advocacy; 
Candace Jazvac, Advocacy Coordinator; Andrew McGillivary, Director, Communications and Marketing; 
Angela Johnston, Content Management Officer; Joane Miron, Training Development Officer. 
 
The Wednesday afternoon session focused on the National Office Perspective with Simon and Nikki 
talking about the Bulletins to Branches and how Branch activities could impact on our Non Profit 
status, Advocacy Update, Resolutions for the AMM (no concerns), Moving Forward and Health of 
Branches.  Interesting comment re:  is distance really a valid concern; i.e. how do you find a meeting 
space in the larger Branches such as Ottawa?  (George’s comment while writing this – transportation, 
especially for Seniors, is more critical than distance in our Branch).  Interesting to note that since Simon 
and now Nikki are at NO, attitude towards and responses to Branches has become much better. 

 
Thursday had 2 training sessions (pilot for National programs); one on Advocacy and one on 
Communications.  That evening was the banquet with two speakers from United Way of the Lower 
Mainland – we were very impressed with the  amount that former federal employees contribute 
(George’s comment – is there any way that we can leverage this to further enhance our image in the 
minds of the private sector public?).  Lots of information provided giving an insight to NO trends. 
 
On Friday morning, there was a town hall session with more discussion around financial issues 
especially when Branches charge for meals and how this can impact the GST/HST and the Association’s 
Not for Profit status.  The conference ended at noon. 
 


